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Legion volunteered for the honour of being the
last to leave. Never once did they waver and thus
the retreat from Xauen successfully concluded,
Back in Tetuan Franco was given a tremendous
ovation, and was rewarded with promotion to the
rank of full colonel Whatever disputes may arise
over Franco's other merits, no one can deny that
this reward was fully deserved. The abandonment of
so much territory which he had seen Spain conquer
seemed to him an incomprehensible folly and ran
contrary to his dearest principles. Every step of
the retreat cost him more pain than miles of a
hard fought advance. And yet he behaved through-
out with more perfect calm and determination
than ever. On him ultimately depended the
success or failure of the perilous enterprise, and he
enabled it to succeed, It was a wholly praiseworthy
achievement, certainly the most remarkable of his
African career.
As the power of Abd-el-Krim extended, his
ambition reached new heights* In the spring of
1925, he proclaimed himself Sultan of Morocco.
His activities began to disturb the French authorities,
making new encroachments on their territory, and
Estella was forced to realise that, while he had
such a man to deal with, his policy of withdrawal
was mistaken; that the retreat from Xauen had, in
fact, not pacified, but encouraged the enemy.
France .sent Marshal Petain to Morocco and it